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A Look at Nonfiction Writing Styles 

 

There are two nonfiction writing styles—expository and narrative.  

 

Like fiction, narrative nonfiction puts story first. It includes real characters and settings; narrative scenes; 

and, ideally, a narrative arc with rising tension, a climax, and denouement. The scenes, which give readers an 

intimate look at the events and people being described, are linked by transitional text that provides necessary 

background while speeding through parts of the true story that don’t require close inspection. The art of 

crafting narrative nonfiction lies in pacing, which means selecting just the right scenes to flesh out. 

 

Not all children are naturally drawn to stories and storytelling. Some are more interested in data, facts, ideas, 

and patterns than in making an emotional connection with the central figure in a book. As they read, their 

goal is to gather information so that they can learn about the world and how it works. These children enjoy 

reading expository nonfiction—books that describe, explain, or inform in a clear, accessible fashion.  

 

To gain a deeper understanding of the differences between the two writing styles, try reading and comparing 

these two books: 



 
 

Examples of Narrative Nonfiction 

Bomb by Steve Sheinkin 

The Boy Who Loved Math by Deborah Heiligman 

The Family Romanov by Candace Fleming 

Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead Calaveras by Duncan Tonatiuh  

Grace Hopper: Queen of Code by Laurie Wallmark 

Joan Proctor, Dragon Doctor by Patricia Valdez  

Otis and Will Discover the Deep by Barb Rosenstock 

Spooked! by Gail Jarrow  

The Youngest Marcher by Cynthia Levinson 

 

Examples of Expository Nonfiction 

Bone by Bone: Comparing Animal Skeletons by Sarah Levine  

Born in the Wild: Baby Mammals and Their Parents by Lita Judge 

Bugged: How Insects Changed the World by Sarah Albee 

Can an Aardvark Bark? by Melissa Stewart 

Human Body Theater by Maris Wicks 

Move by Steve Jenkins & Robin Page 

Pink Is for Blobfish by Jess Keating 

Tiny Creatures: The World of Microbes by Nicola Davies 

We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorell 

What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? by Steve Jenkins & Robin Page 
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